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4Y of GG. S itis the duty of Biſhops to cut off, whilſt they are 
e” g yetin the bud, the Errors that tend to the ruine 
za of Faith; ſo is it no leſs the part of Divines, to 
5 make Diſcovery of them, and ftir up their paſtoral 
vigilance by giving them a timely advice thereof. 
For which Reaſon, Ay Lords, you will not I am confident, dif- 
approve the Information given you of a New Hereſfie publike- 
ly waintained by. the 7:/zrtes in their Colledge ot Paris, by 
Concluſions, printed and defended the 12 of December paſt, | 
which bear in Front this Title : Afertiones Cathilice de Incar- | 


natione Contra ſeculorum omninm ab Tncarnato verbo pracipuas 
hereſes. Catholike Aſertiens of the Incarnation, againſt the 
principal Hereſies of all Ages ſince Chriſt : Whereby they ſuf- | 
ticiently intimate, that excepting ſome ſubrleties of the Schools, / 
| they would have us take for Catholike truths, whatever elfe | 
+ theyadvance in oppolition to theſe Herelſies. 
* They propoſethen for the Hereſlie of the 10t* Age,the Schiſm 
ol the Grccians, and pretend by the following words to pre- 
| A2 {cribe ' 
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ad 
ſcribe us what we ought to beleeve, that we fall not into this 
Hereſie. | 


X, SACULUM, 


Row:ne Eccleſis Caput, contra Gracos Schiſmaticos. 


Oc tandem /eculo Schiſma Phacii invaleſcens, Graces, ab 

Eccleſia capite aiſ-junxit. Chrifftum nc, ita caput ag- 
woſceimns, mt llins regimen dum in calos abiit, primuw 
Petro tum adcinae "he rm commiſerit , & eandem quam 
habebar ipſe infallibilitatem conceſſerit, quoties tx Cathedra lo- 
querent ur, 

Datur ergo iu Eccleſia Remana Controverfarum Fidei fudex 
rfallibilis, ctiam extra Concilinm gentrale tam in queſt ionibns 
7aris, quam Fai. Unde poſt Tnnocentii X.& Alexandri VII. 
Conſtitationes, fide divini credi poteſt, librym cut titulus eſt 
Augnſtinus fanſenii eſſe hereticum, & quinque Propoſitiones ex 
eo d:cerptas, eſſe fanſenii, & in ſenſu 7anſenii damnatas. 

Propugnabuntur Deo duce, & auſpice Virgine m AulaColle- 
git (laromontani Societatis eſa, die 12 Decembris, Anno 1661. 


X. AGE. 
T he Head of the Roman Church againſt the Schiſe 


matick Grectans, | 


1T was in this Age that the Schiſm of Photius growing ſtrong, 

cut off theGrecians from the Head of the Church, for onr parts 
we acknowledge feſus Chriſt -to be in ſuch (ort the Head, that be 
hath lift the government firſt to $. Peter, and afterwards to his 
Succeſſors, and that he hath bequeathed unto them, as often 4s 
they ſhall ſpeak out of their Chair; the ſame infallibility which be 
himſelf had. 

Wherefore there is in the Charch of Rome, au infallible 
jadee of Controverſies of Faith, even out of aGeneral Council; 
* well in Qutſtions of right, as matters of FaR, for which 
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5 
reaſon, now after the Gonſtitutions of Innocent X,and Alexander VII , 
one may believe with Divine Faith, that the Book of Fanſenius » 
intituled Augauſtinus , is Heretical : and that the five Propoſitions 
extrafied cut of it, are of Fanſenius, and condemned in bis ſenſe. 

T his Conclution contains two parts; One, the Primacy of 
the Pope; in which all Catholicks agree : The other the lafal- 
libilicy which the Feſuits attribute to him. 

Nor is the queſtion , concerning that Infallibility , which 
ſome Divines maintain , and which regards only the judge- 
ments of Popes touching the truths revealed by God in the 
Holy Scripture and Tradition. 

[tis well known what the opinions of the Gallican Church , 
and School of Pars are upon this Subjet: and what is tobe 


* underſtood by their words Sententia Parifienſiam, when one 


meets with them in the Books, even of Jeſuits , upon this 
matter. 

Ic isalſo known, that thoſe among ſome modern Do@ors, 
who would be moſt favourable to Popes, as Dr. Du Val; were 
nevertheleſs of Opinion , that ic is not a,point of Faith, that 
the Pope js Infallible; Non eſt de Fide ſummum Pontificem eſſe in- 
fallibilem; and that the contrary opinion, is neither erroneous 
norraſh; Non ef erroneum neque temerarinm temeritate opinionis 
dicere ſummum pontificem in decernendo errare poſſe. 

But theſe ſame Divines how paſlionate foever they were, to 
exalc the authority of the Sovereign Biſhops, dy acknow- 
ledge, as a thing certain, unqueitionable, and agreed on by al 
Catholicks, that in matters of fat, they are not infallible, 
but may be deceived, and fo really have been in ſundry occali- 
ons. All Catholicks are of Agreement, ſayes Cardinal Bellarmin, 
that the Pope,aTing as Pope, witd advice of his Council, nay even of a 
general Council , may be deceived inparticular affairs, depending on 
the information and atteſtation of Men. And, applying this gene- 
ral Maxime to a particular fat, alrogether conformable to 
that of Fanſenius, to wit, whether the Hereſie of the Monethe- 
lites were contain'd in the Letters of Honorias,as the VI general 
Council, confirmed by ſo many Popes, had determined: A Ge» 
nctal Connei!,fayes he.that is a lawful one,cannot erre in the definition 
of degmalical points cf Faith, whereiathe VI Conncil likewiſe = 

ree 


#45 A 


(6) 
free from error ; but it may erre in queſtions of Faft. Generale Concie 
lum legitimum non poteft errare , at neque erravit boc ſextum, in dog- 
matihus Fidei d:finiendis : tamen errare foteſt in qu:ſtionibus de 
Fat, : 

And Cardinal Baronis ſaye; the ſame, upon the ſaine ſub- 
je& of the {1xth Occamenical Council. The? Condemn-tion, 
even of General Councils, is not received with ſo much rigour , in 
what coucerus mens perſons, aud their writings : For no man doubts , 
but that wiever he be, be may be deceived in matters of Fad : in which 
occaſion , the ſaying of St. Paul is appliable', we can do nothing a+ 
gain truth, butfor truth. In bis enim que taCti ſunt, unumguemque 
contingere poſſe falli, nemini dubium eſt. 

All other Divines, even the more wedded to the intereſt of 
the Court of Rome, have hicherto contain'd themſelves with- 
in theſe bounds, But the Feſuits will neither admic Pounds 
nor Eximples in their exceſſes and extravagancie:. Ic is not 
enough for them to make the Pope infallible, in the manner 
as ſome other Divines have done; they muſt needs have its 
that Jeſuus Chriſt hath given him the ſame infallibility , which 
Himſzlf enjoyed kere on earth: and as this infallibili:y of Je- 
{us Gbriſt reached to all things, and not only to mitters revea!- 
cd, but alſo to ſuch, as till then had not been reveal'd, and 
which he revealed by uttering them 3 fo they wiil have the 
Pope to become intallible, not only in propoling co the 
Church the truths compriſed in Divine Revclation, but alio 
certain fats, which we are ſure were never revealed by Godt ae, 
whether ſuch Propofitions be found in a Book comp=-8'd in 
the 17h. AGE. 

Theſe are not conſequences drawn by others out of their 
Doftrine 3 They themlelves infer them, and make them pale 
for Catholick Aﬀertions , according to the Title of their 
Concluſions. There is then in the Church an infallible Tudye of 
controverſies of Faith , even out of a General Council, ai well for 
queftions of right, as of fat. And that we may not doubt of their 
meaning by queſtions of Fa, though the word it ſelf ef Fa, 
taken in oppolition to that of Law or Right,uoth ſufhciently 
clearit; they alleage for an example, and a conſequence of this 
new infallibility of Feſus Chriſt communicated co the Pope ; 

that 
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at after the foreſaid Conſtitutions, one may beleive wich 
' Divine Faiththat Janſenius his book is heretical , and that the 
five Pcopolitions are truly this Authors, UVnde poſt Trrocentij 
X, & Alexandri V 11, Conſtitutiones fide divira cred! | tefl, librum 
cui titulus eſt Fanſerij Auguſtinus, eſſe hereticum, & quinque prope= 
ſitiones ex eo decerptas eſſe Janſenii. 

Behold the Propolition which they publickly advance in 
the face of the greateſt City of the World : nor will ic bz 
amiſſe ro take notice of the origin and date thereof: For theſe 
ſame men that now ſo boldly maintain it, had for fome time 
agoe laid the ſeeds of it in their other writings: and ic was 
ealily diſcernable that their whole condutt was to be built up- 
on this error. They had ſeverally expoſed the Inferences in 
one place, and the Principles in an other 3 but ſtill with cer- 
cain windings, and intricacy of words, that might as occa(t- 
on ſeryed, be a cloak to them. Tc is now in fine that they dif- 
cover to the Ct.urch without any mazke what they pretend to 
citabliſh, 

Let the whole Church then hear and take notice, that the 
12 of December in the year 1661. was the day, on which the 
Jeſaics brought to light this monſtrous opinion, whereof 
they had been ſo long in labour: - that this was the day, on. 
which they propoſed, as a Catholick aſſertion, that tbe Pope 
ſpecking eut of his Chair , bath the ſame infallibilite—with Jeſus 
Chriſt, not only in queſtions of Right , but alſo in thoſe of Fatt;/and 
conſequently that one may believe with Divine Faith, tbat the five 
propoſitions are the opinions of Janſenius, 

It is not conceived needful, My Lords, to uſe many words, 
to make appear, that there is not here a ſimple Error, nor a 
ſimple Herefie, but a Source of Errors, and as one nay ſay, 
a General Herefie, which overchrows all Religion. 

For your Lordſhips know , that the firſt and principal 
ground of Chriſtian Religion, is this , that our Faith doch 
not dependon the word of Men , but on the word of God, 
who is truth it \-It ; thatthis is it wbich makes it inconcuſſi- 
ble and wholly Divine; whereas it would be purely hamane , 
did it rely upon any Authority lefſe than That of God: or 
that we could not bear the like Teſtimony to our ſelves, 

: which 


8 
which S*, Pau! did to the Cheltigs of Theſalona*s, to have r. 
ceive] the word whicn God was pleaſed to propoſe tus by 
his Church, nota: the word of M:n, but as the word of 
God, asirtr.lji*, Nonut verbum bominum , ſed ficat eſt vere, 
verbum Dei. All whatſoever js comprebended under the notion of 
Faith ( faith St. Bernard ) is founded upon the ſolid truth , per- 


ſwaded ws by the Oracles of God , confirmed by miracles , and conſe + ; 
crated by the Child=bearing of a Virgin, by the bloud of our Redeemer, © 
and tbe plory of Feſus raiſed from the dead, Totum quod in Fide eff * 


cert ac ſolid4 veritate ſubnixum, oraculis & miraculis divinitus per= 
ſuaſum, ſtabilitum, & conſecratum partuVirginis, ſanguine Redemp- 
toris, gloria Reſurgentis. | 

Whoever then ſaith , A thing not revealed nor atteſted by 
God, ( as, that ccrtain Propoſitions are cruly ſuch an Au- 
thors of theſe later ages ) is an obje& of Divine Faith, becauſe 
the Pope hath declared it ; either eſtabliſhes for the ground of 
Faith ,an authority purely human, and the word of a man , 
which is as much as to overthrow Faith; or makes a God of 
the Pope, and of his word, adivineword, and Holy Scrip- 
ture; which is not only an Hereſfie , but a horrible impictie , 
anda kinde of Idolatry. 

For Idolatrie doth not conſiſt onely in giving to man the 
name of God, but much more in aſcribing to him the artribates 
proper to God, and the honour which is due only to him. 
Now this ſubmiſſion of our underſtandings and intelleQive 
facujti-s, implied in each Aft of Faith; is nothing elf chan 
the adoration which we exhibite to the primary Truth : and 
ſo whoever pays it co the word of Man, what rank ſoever he 
holds in the Church ; whoever profecſſes he believes a thing 
with Divine Faith, on no other motive then becauſe a Man hath 
ſaidit; places a Man in the Throneof God, transferres the 
honour due only to the Creator, to a Creature, and, for as 
much as lies in him , makes a kinde of Idol of the Vicar of 
Feſus Chriſt. 

Andthat, my Lords which will give you a greater horror of 
this Impiety, iz this, that the Authors thereof imagin'd they 


fhould beable to foſter it, under favour of the reſpe&, which *? 
all the Catholicks bear the Pope; and that no man would 4 


have 
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y outrage againſt the firſt Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt,then co imagine 
» | hecould be honoured by a Blaſphemy fo injurious to 7eſws 
of Chrift, that it could bepleaſingrto h:m to be made equal! to 
'r. | his Maſter, by ſharing wich bim che fame Jofallibility wit i: 
fe. Þ he poſſeſſeth , and that men ſhould yield ro his words hat 
er, gs Worlbip of Divine Faith, which is due co God ar 
* lone. | 
- S. Paxl and S. Barnabe,perceiving the people went about to 
1p= give them the ſame honours which they were wont to pay to 
their falſe Gods, tore in pieces their garments, thereby to ex- 
by preſs the extream diſpleaſure which they reſented, and caſt 
_ themſelves into the midft 0” the Aſſembly to hinder it : And 
iſe we may with reaſon t elieve, that the Pope himſelf, were he 
of truly advertiſed of this horrible exceſs, would not fail coum- 
1, - Ploy his whole Authority to ſuppreſs theſe profane worſhip- 
of Pers, and would abhor it as a crime able to cauſe the loſs of 
ip- Himſelf in the fight of God, to give way to the leaſt compli- 
e, ance inſodeteſtable a flattery. He would with trembling re- 
fle& on the juſt vengeance of God, upon that laſt King ot 
he The ewes, for only ſuffering the rumultuary acclamations of 
tes A giddie brain'd people, who, hearing him ſpeak, cryed out, 
m, : It was the voice of a God, and not of a man; Det veces & non 
Jo hominis : For the Scripture teacheth us that immediatly the 
an Angelof our Lord ſtroke him, becauſe he had not given to 
nd  Godthe honor due unto him: Confertim autem percuſſit cum, 
he _ Angelus Dowini, eo quod non dediſſet honerem Deo. And yet 
ng how muchleſle criminal was the flattery of that people, then 
ath | this of the 7eſwzres ; theirs might have paſſed for a ſudden 
the - tranſport of joy, not regulated by reaſon; and ſometimes the 
-as - Holy Scripture it ſelf gives the Name of God to Supream 
of | | Judges and Princes : But here is given to the Pope deliberate- 
4 ly upon a laid Defign, and by way of eſtabliſhing a Dogmati- 
r of [ cal Aﬀertion of Theologie,not an empty and inſignificant name, 
hey but one bf the moſt glorious Attributes of God, and moſt in- 
ich © {communicable to a creature,to wit, that his Word ſhould have 
auld + entailed upon it ſuch an infallibility, as to deſerve that ſubmiſ- 
ave * B ſton 
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have the boldneſs to oppoſe it, for fear of incurring his diſplea- 
ſure ; whereas on the contrary,could any one commit a greater 
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fion of divine Faith, which cannot without Idolatry be ren-_ 
dred to any but the firſt and ſoveraign Verity. 

For the like cannot be ſaid in this queſtion, which thoſe who 
maintain the Popes infallibility in matters of Faith, are wont 
to anſwer, That in beleeving the deciſions of the Pope, they 
donot build their Faith on the word of a man ; becauſe he 
doth but propoſe what hath been formerly revealed by God in 
Holy Scripture and Traditios, and ſo their faith relies ſtil] on 
the Word of God. Nothingl fay, like this can be applied to 
the matter in hand, in regard whereof the eſnitcs pretend , 
That the Pope is as infallible as Jeſus Chritt, and that his de- 
cifion is an Obje& of Divine Faith. For when the Pope ſhall 
propoſe a fat of the 17 Age, as that certain Heretical Pro- 
poſitions were taught by an Author of thoſe times; it can- 
not be pretended that he propoſes a matter revealed 1nScrip- 
ture or Tradition - He may well ſay, I judge it to be thus; bur 
he cannot ſay, God hath revealed it. He may ſpeak as from 
bimſelf, but he cannot ſay, God hath ſpoken, Dominus locutns 
e: And,as it is a man that ſpeaks, and not God, all they who 
hold that one may beleeve with divine Faith, a deciſion of this 
nature,do moſt viſibly commit the like abominable exceſs, which 
that blinded people did, by crying out with them, Yeces Dez 
CF n3zn hominis. 

And albeit the Popes piety be a ſufficient Antidote to pre. 
ſerve him from being poiſoned with this ſacrilegiovs opinion, 
nevertheleſs, they who preſent this poiſon unto him cannot ex- 
cuſe themſelves from being as guilty towards him, as were thoſe 
wretched Sycophants towards their King, of whoſe death, they 
were the cauſe, by their impious flatteries. For a man is nut 
then only eſteemed a murderer either of the ſou) or body, 
when effectively he takes away the life of one or the other, but 
alſo when he lays a cauſe, which of its own nature is ſufficient 
to work the death of either, though the effe& do not follow. 
So S. Cyprian calls thoſe Chriſtians Parricides, who through 
fear of perſecution, offered up to the Idols their ſucking Ir- 
fants; becauſe although they could not really deprive them of 
the life of Grace, which they had received in Baptiſm, by this 
ldolatry whereunto they werein no ſort conſentrns, asS. As- 


ftin 
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ftin remarks; they did notwithſtanding what lay in them, to 
bereave them of it. 7» illir quidem interfettionem non faciunt, 
ſed quantum in ipſis eſt, interfettores finnt, Flatter not your 
ſelves, faith S. Aſti», ſpeaking to thoſe who give occaſion to 
others of commicting ſin, upon account that your brother is 
not dead by the ſcandal you gave him it is true, he is not dead, 
and yer you are murderers: Et ile vivit, F ru homiciaa es. 
One may ſay the ſame to the eſ#:res, in reſpe& of che Pope, 
whom they go about to poiſon with ſo peſtiferous an opinion : 
Non ſibi blandiantur, quia ille non eſt mortunw, & ute vivit, & 
s/ti homicide ſunt. 

But it is not the Pope only, before whoſe feet they caſt this 
ſtumbling block, but even the generality of the fairhtul, by per. 
ſwading them to build their belief on the word ofa man, and to 
ſubmit their judgements thereunto, as to the firit Verity,which 
as hath been ſhewed, cannot be done without a kinde of ]- 
dolatry : Infomuch that the Feſwires are near upon the ſame 
impiety with thoſe Hereticks, who would have Divine honours 
exhibited to the Bleſled Virgin; for, as the true reſpe& and 
veneration due to her, as tke moſt holy of Creatures, took not 
any thing off from the crime of thoſe Hereticks and their 
followers; even ſo the reverence which all the faithful oughc 
to bear to the Head of the Church, will in no ſort exempt them 
from a heavy ſin before almighty God, if through the deceir 
of the 7eſuites, they give unto the words of a man how emi- 
nent ſoever he may be in the Church, that ſoveraign difference 
of divine Faith, which cannot without impiety be given to 
any thing but the Word of God himſelf. 

Worldly men make ſmall accompt of thef: kind of fins, 
becauſe, being wholy buried in fleſh and blood, none but grofle 
and material Obje&s make Impreſſion on them, Dcluded de- 
votes permit themſelves co be eaſily carried away with theſe ex- 
ceſſes; becauſe they imagin it co be a part of their falſe Piety , 
to imbrace blindly whatever contibutes to the honour and ad- 
vantage of thoſe things and perſons, for which they ought to 
havea reſpe&, andfrom this root are ſprung all thoſe opini- 
ons, which they call pious , without ever examining whether 
they be true or falſe: as if a fallity a_ be the obje& of piety, 
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cr that God, who is truth , eould be honoured with the un- 
clean Sacrifice of a Lic. But you , My Lord, know that all 


thoſe who have been nouriſhed with the true ſpirit of Chriſti- 


anity , makea far different judgement hereof: they equally 
hate a lie, to whoſe advantage ſoever it redound, whether of 
the Fope, or the Bleſſed UVirgin,.or of Jeſus (\brift himſelf : which 
yet would alittle ttartle a man to hear , had not St. Auſtin ex- 
preſly taught it : For this Holy Father fears not to maintain 
that, if a lye or calowny, which one makes uſe of to take away the 
ternporal life of Man, be a deteſtable crime; That is yet a far greater, 


which tends to the defiruttion of bis ſpiritucl life 3 as all manxer of 


Iyes in matter of Religion, eveu though employed in giving falſe prai- 
ſes ts Feſm Criſt. For which reaſon, the ſame Father ſays , 
that a Chriſtian would commit a notorious folly, wbo would not rather 
expoſe himſelf to all manner of indignities , even yy that ſtrike the 
greateſt borror into pieus Souls 3 then condeſcerd to the inſolence of a 


. perſon, that would force bim to corrupt the boly Goſpel , thereby to be- 


ſtow falſe praiſes upen Jeſus Chriſt. 

Since then, according to the Judgement of this great Fa- 
ther, it would be a crime cf abomination to give falſe honours 
to Jeſw Chriſt himſelf, who being God, is above all our praiſe 
and honours; how much more abominable is it, to give a mor- 
eal Man, invironed with infirmities, as the Scripture ſayes, 
the honours that appertain to God alone ? But into what a 
labirinth of errors will not men run headlong , .if one grant 
ther the freedom to cloak their capricious fancies with the 
mantle of piety 2 For if opinions muſt be born with, how falſe 
ſaever they be , becauſea falſe piety judges them pious ; and if 
this be a plauſible reaſon to exempt Popes from the common 
defeQs of humane nature, that one may piouſly believe, that 
God, having entruſted them with the Government of his 
Church , will have a.care to preſerve them from falling into 
defeCts prejudicial to the good thereof; as the Jeſuits from this 
ground conceive they have a right to Inveſt the Pope in the 
ſame ſtate of infallibility with Feſus Chri , even in watters of 
Faft., when they propoſe them to the whole Church : Why 
may not others lay claim to the ſame right , of attributing to 
him the ſame impeccability which Feſns Cbriſt had, in all ſuch 
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93: 
affairs as concern the Government, of the Church, and the 
Funttions of his Soveraign Pontificate 2 Why ſhall this latter 
opinion be leſſe pious, than the former ? doth it not appear 


more advantageous to the Church, that the Head thereof 


ſhould be in this ſort impeccable , then that he ſhould be infal- 
lible in matters of Fat? And have not an infinity of Souls , 
redeem'd with the Sacred Blood of Jeſus Chrift, received dama- 
ges incomparably greater, by the evil Gevernment of ſome 
Popes , thn they can poſlibly receiveby their want of under. 
ſtanding or due attention in the peruſal of a particular Au- 
thor. 

Some one that ſhould have lived in the firſt ages of the 
Church , catching hold of theſe ſeewing conveniences of 
mans weak underſtanding , would he not have thought him- 
{elf well grounded to aſſert. 

That God would never permit the ſeat of St. Peter to be 
poſleſt,. for the ſpace of almoſt an Ape together, by perſons 
moſt unworthy of that dignity 3 As Card, Baronius acknowe 
ledges with grief to have hapened, during the far greater part 
of the tenth Age, by the power of the Marques of Toſcany , 
who tyraniſing, what with arms, what with mony, over the 
Clergy and people of Rome , cauſed them co enthrone in St. 
Peters Ghair , Men not only vicious in their own perſons , 
but alſo notoriouſly dammageable.to the Church ; into which 
they brought moft horrible diſorders ; as that in particular of 

ohn-the Tenth, whereof Baronixe ſadly complains, who 
made an Infant of five years ald Archbiſhop of Rbeimes ; on 


which the Cardinal makes this reflexion : Tantum nefas, quo 


Tura omnia Eccleſiaftica ſauciantar , ejus fontificis authoritate intro 
duum , quem infemis femine infami oper in Petri ſolium ir.» 
truſiſſet. 

Would he not have believed, that God Almighty would 
never have ſuffered, the Vicar of Him, who made that ſolemn 


- Proteſtation, that his Kingdom was not of this World; to 
. attempt the diſpoſing of Temporal Kingdoms ; to take them 


from ſome, and confer them on Others; as Fulius the ſecond 
did That of Navarre , which, to the pr2judice of our Kings 5 
the. Kings of Spain poſſeſſe upon me no other title, than a pre- 

tended 


— 


on (14) | 
tended guift of the Pope, in taking it from ics lawful King ? 

Would he not have thought , that God would never have 
permitted Schiſme ta have crept even jnto the Chair of Unity; 
in ſach ſort, that the Church for almoſt 40 years ſhou!d not 
have been able co diſcern its true, from its talle Paſtour; groan- 
ing under the oppreſſion of two Mercenaries, (tcugling for the 
right Title, and agreeing only in this joyne deſign, to keep 
the Church in this diſmal divifton, as ineff<& it happened a- 
bout the end of the 1 4/6. Age, whillt one of thefe Anti-pupes 
kept his ſeat at eAvignon, the other at Rome ? 

Would he not have thought, that God would never have 
permitted, that he, whole principal charge it isto keep all 
Chriſtians in Unicy, ſhould by raſh and precipitate excom- 
munications, be the Cauſe, that whole Kingdoms ſhould fall 
off fromthe Gommunion of the Church ; whereby an tiafi- 
nite number of Souls ſhould miſerably ſuffer ſhipwrack againſ 
the Rocks of Schiſme and Hereſie; as it happened to the King- 
dome of England , by the precipitancy of Clement the Seventh; 
as Cardinal Peron moſt pregnantly repreſented to Paul the fifth, 
to keep him from falling into a like overſight in the cauſe of 
the Venetians; adding the example of Leo the Tenth in regard 
of Germany, and remon(trating to him, That be ought to conſider, ' 
be was then inthe ſame Criſis , and at the ſame point , in which Les 
the tenth was the ruine of Catholick Religion in Germany ; in which 
Clement the ſeventh deftroyed It in Englaud , in which Clement the 
eighth preſerved It in France. 

Ic is certain, that, toconfine our diſcourle to what may ap- 
pear advantageous to the Church, and to what we( according 
to our weak underitanding) would be apt co judge fitting to b: 
done; hadany of thoſethat appear the wiſeſt among Men, 
been admitted in to the Council of God, when he was caſting 
the models of his Church ; they would all have concurred in 
chis judgement, that it would be in no fort expedient, to per- 
mit thoſe who were to ſupply his place upon earth , to fall in. | 
to diſorders ſo oppoſite to the duty of their Charge, and  : - 
prejudicial to the Souls of Men , committed to their condutt * 
Bat the Counſels of God are intirely different from thoſe 0 

Men ; and he was pleaſed out of his inſcrutable p——_—_— 
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by the ſucceeding events, quite to confound our pretended 
wiſdorie. For he permitted all that , which we would have 
conceiv'd he ought to have prevented : So that Perſons truly 
pious ought to be convinced, by ſo many deplorable exam- 
ples, of this important verity, that God would not have the 
firm ſubſiſtance of his Church depend on the' Saintity, wil- 
dome, or clears{ightednefſe of any one fingle perſon , though 


' he were the Head and Soveraign Paſtor of it. This is the pi= 


ous refl: tion which Cardinal Baronias makes upon the dif- 
orders of the 1cth. Age : To the end, ſayes he, that God 
might make appear that his Church was not the contrivance 
of Man, but an Inſtitute purely divine , it was neceſſary he 
ſhould ſhew, that the vices of bad Popes , ſhould never be a. 
ble to deſtroy It : as Kingdomes often are overthrown by the 
vicious lives of their Kings. Ut enim Deus ſignificaret eandem 
ſuam Ecclefiam nequaquam humanum eſſe figmentum , ſed plane di- 
vinum invertum, of ertuit oftendiſſe eam nequaquam pravorum Antiſti- 
titum opera perdipoſſe, & ad nibilum redigi 3 ficut de aliis diver|arum 
gentium rgnis & bene ſtatutis Rebus=publicis faftum conſtat. 


It is the ſame caſe of this kind of Infallibility, which by a. 


new and unheard-of error the Feſuits grant to the Pop? : 
which God hath permitted to be diſproved by ſo many evi- 
dent examples , that not any Divine can give credit to it, 
without condemning himſelt of formal Hereſie; for if all the 
d-cilions of Popes, touching matters of Fatt, were as many 
Articles of Faith, there not being one able Divine, that doth 
not impugne ſome one of them, there would not be one that 
did not impagne a point of Faith, 


For example, who is there now a dayes that doth not eſteem 


the Letters imputed to the firſt Popes, not only not to be 
T heirs. but contrariwiſe, a Rapſody collefted by ſome For- 
ger and I:npoſtor- And notwithſtanding both Pope Nicholas 
commanded the Biſhops of France to receive them, and his 
Succeſſors inſerted them into the book of Decretals , which 
by their Apottolical authority they propoſed to ſerve for a rule 


, tothe whole Church , wherein they ſpeak, at leaſt , as much 


out of their Chair, as in their ordinary Balls, How then 
can one, wittout Impiety , believe, that theſe letters are ſup- 
politious » 


(16 
poſitious , as now all theablefi Church-men do, even the Fe- 


ſuits themſelves, it there be an obligation to hold the ſame In» * 


Allibilicie in the Popes, as in Feſus Chriſt , even in matters of 
Fat? would the infallibilicy of Chriſt permic that one ({hould 


propoſe to the Church falſe pieces initead of true ones? 
T here are ſcarce any matters of Fat of more importance to | 


the Church , then to know whether a Council) be General or 
no, whether Lawful or illegittimate. Nevertheleſle, did the 
Kingdom of France b:come Heretick , for not acknowledging 
the Council of Florence to be Oecumenical , notwithftanding 
all che Bulls of Eugenixs the fourth , and all his declarations 
prefixed at the head of chis Counci), to oblige the whole world 
ro receive it as a General one ? Did the Cardinal of Lorraine 
fall into Herelie, when he openly declared to Pope Pius the 
fourth, his, and the whole Kingdome of France's opinion on 
this ſubject, in the following tearms: For as much as concerns 
the laft of the Titles to be given to our Holy Father, 1aken out of the 
Council of Florence , I cannet deny but that I am a French man, bred 
up in the Univerſity of Paris, in which it is the common Tenet , that 
the authority of a Council is above the Pope , and all that bold the 


Contrary are cexſured as Hereticks : That iz Fcance the Council of 


Conftance is held Oecumenical in all its parts: That they adbere to That 
of Baſvle , and bold That of Florence neither for a Lawful nor a Gene + 
ral One : andit were an eaſier work to kill all French men, then 
to draw tbem from their ſaid perſwaſion. This Letter which whe 
Cardinal of Lorrain writ to his Secretary at Rome, to be com- 
municated to Pope Plus the 4%. is to be pu in the coll:&ion 
of Memorials concerning the Council of Trent , publiſhed by 
the deceaſed Mr. Du Puis, and printed by Crameiſe. 

During the firſt diſagreement betwixc Pope Eugenius the 4b. 
and the Council of Bafile, he put forth a moſt authentick Bu!!, 
by which ke declared chat he transferc'd this Council co Bolog- 
nia, and that all thoſe who ſhould maintain this Tranſlation 
was juſt and lawful, were both out of the Truth and Catho. 
lick Faith, Fuit igitur a Baſilienſt civitate legitima pro tunc noſtra 
Concilii difſolutio, & aſſerentes contra ſunt penitus ab omni veritate 
&- fide Catholica alieni» All which notwithſtanding the F2- 


thers of the Council of Baſile, maintaining that this Tranſla- 
tioa 
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e *Þ7 tion was injuſt and invalid, Eugenins was fo rced by another 
1+ * Bullequally authentick, to acknowledg that the ſaid Tranſla- 
of : tion was in effe&t null, and that the Council had been duely 
Id | held from its beginning to that very time. Both theſe Bulls 

are tobe ſeen in Raynald; the firſt in the year I 43 3. the other in 
O * theyear 1434 Now, ſhall the one and the other of theſe 
Ir - Bullsbe Articles of Faith 7 and (hall we be obliged to believe 
ie that the ſame Council was at the ſame time, an unlawful con- 


s venticle, and a Lawful Synod of the whole Church, aſſembled 
Ig _ inthe name of the Holy Ghoff, 


1s The ſame Raynald makes mention of an other Bull of Eu- 
Id cenius the 4th. againſt the Cardinal of Arles who preſided over 
ne the Council of Baſile; where he is called Tziquitatis Alumnus , 
ie atque perditionis filizs. If the voice of Popes, in the judgements 
Nn whic® they make of perſons in their Bulls, ought to be elteem- 
NS ed as infallible as that of Jejus Chrif? , we ſhould be obliged 
be tolook upon this Cardinal as a moſt wicked perſon : but what L 
ed if God hath judged otherwiſe , and if, from obliging us to ab- 
at hor him as a Childof Iniquity, and a Son of Perdition, he would 
be have us bear reſpe& and veneration to him, as one of 
of the Bleſſed, confirming his Saincity by publick Miracles, au- 
at thorized by an other Pope, to wit, Clement the Seventh , who 
ge by an authentick Bull has enrolled him in the number of the 
"N Bleſſed, declaring, not that he did penance after having been 
1 - aSonof Iniquity , but that he had ever a celeſtial, chaf?, and imma- 
1- culate life; as it is to bee ſeen in the Bull of his Beatification, re- 
n ported at length by Ciaconius. 


y z4, T beſe few examples may ſufficiently ſhew the falficy of the 
Jeſuits pretenfion. But without ſeeking further, the very 

b, Authors themſelves, of this new Do@cine, fall into Herefie , 
l, by the undeniable ſequele of their error. For in theſe very 
- ſame Concluſions, they maintain , that Pope Honorius, in his 
1 + Letters caught nothing but whas was moſt conſonant to the 
- - 2 Catholick Faith, touching the two wills, and two operations 
4 ' in Jeſus Chriſt. Duas in.Chriſto voluntates & operationes fuiſſe 
e \ Profitemur ; nec aliud a nobis ſenſit Honorius dum eperationem Chrifti 
- _ Wnicameſſe ſcripſi, Now, if it be a point of Faith, as the 
Jeſuits pretend , that the Book of Fanſenius is Heretical , _ 
C the 


a 


(18) 

the five Propoſitions are his, becauſe two Popes have af- 
firmed it, and that one ought to conſider what they fay with 
the ſame regard as if Jeſus Chriſt had ſaid it; with how much 
more reaſon may one ſay the ſame of theletters of Pope He- 
worixs, which were both ſtriftly examined , condemned and 
burnt by the Authority of a General Council of the whole 
Church, in which the Pope preſided by his Legats , and which 
in this very point was con:rmed by two following General 
Councils, and by a great number of Popes ? For if ever Popes 
ſpeak out of their chair, it is then chiefly when they ſpeak in 
General Councils, and in the confirmation of them by their A- 
Poſtolical power. 

And ſo conſequently one cannot doubt, but that Leo the 
ſecond ſpoke out of his Chair, whenin divers Letters which 
he wrote in confirmation of the fixth Oecumenical Council, 
he in particular ratified the Condemnation of Homorizs, pro- 
nouncing an Anathema againſt him, becauſe in flead of inlight- 
»ing the Church| theſe are his words ] by the DofFrine of Apoſte- 
lical Tradition, he ſuffered it to be defiled by a profane corrmption. 
Dui hanc Apeſtulicam Eccleſiam non Apoftolica Traditionis do- 
ttrina lnſtravit, ſed profani traditione tmmaculari permiſit. 
And conſequently, if, when the Popes ſpeak ont of their chair, 
of what matter ſoever they ſpeak, whether of righr, or of FaR, 
they injoy the ſame Infallibiliry with Zeſws Chrift, and that all 
they ſo pronounce is an Article of Faith ; it ought to be a point 
of Faith that the Letters of Hoxorius are Heretical, and he that 
denies it, eſpecially after having aſſerted this General Maxime, 
bears in his forehead the molt notorious mark of an Heretick, 
according to S. Pax/,which is,to be condemned by his own pro- 
per judgement. 

Nor will it ſerve, to have recourſe to the pretended fallify- 
ing of the Ats of the fixth Council, and of the letters of Leo 
the ſecond, For as this pretenſion is both unſuſtainable, ridi- 
ctjous and extravagant, (as in the laſt Aſſembly of the Clergy, 
the Biſhops even moſt addifted to the eſnites did acknow- 
ledge) if there were no other then' this poor evaſion to excuſe 
men from beleeving with Divine Faich, that Hoxgr3 was _ 
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(19) 
ly anathematiz'd, and his Letters legally condemned, as fu!l of 
Hereltes ; one muſt needs have renounced all common ſenſe, to 
make any other judgement of this Pope, or not to hold his Let- 
ters for heretical. 

But,as it isthe property of Error to deſtroy it ſelf, the ſame 
perſon, that by this new Opinion of the Feſ#rres ſhould be in- 
caged of neceilitie to maintain theſe Letters of Honsrixs to be 
Herecical; by the ſame principle would be obliged to acknows 
ledge the fallity of his own opinion, For how could he be- 
leeve that all the Popes wer indued with this infallibility of 7e- 
ſns Chriſt ſpeaking out of #heir chair, ſeeing Honrixs fell into 
an error, ina conjecture where it is hard to conceive how he 
ſhould not ſpeak out of his chair, ſince he ſpoke as Fudge of 
controverſies of Faith, for the adjuſting the greateſt variance 
that then raigned in the Church, and which had divided all the 
Patriarks of the Ealt. And nevertheleſs, without inſiſting on 
the judgement of the Sixth Council, and ſuppoſing, which yet 
is molt abſurd, thatthe ARs of it were corrupted; how can 


- any one Pretend that Hornorixs in this occaſion, was aſlifted 
_ with the Infallibility of Jeſus Chriſt, ſince having by his Let- 


ters approved the letter of Sergixs Patriarch of Conſtantinople, 
either he underſtood ic rightly, and then he fell into an Error 
of right, by approving an heretical Opinion of one only Will in 
Jeſus Chriſt, which he muſt have acknowledged to have been 
contained in the letter of Sergins: Orelſe he miſ-underitood 
the ſaid letter, taking in a Catholike ſence, that which Sergizes 
writ in an heretical one, in which caſe he muſt needs have erred 
at lea{t ina matter of Fa&, 

So that the Feſ#ites can in no ſort avoid being Heretikes, for 
if it bean herelie, as queſtionlels it is, to aſcribe to the Popes, 
ſpeaking ot of their chair, the ſame infallibility which 7eſus 
Chriſt hath, as well in matters of right, as of faR; in ſuch ſort 
that their deciſion even in matters of FaR, may be believed by 


divine Faich,then they mult needs be Hereticks, becauſe they are - 


engaged to maintain not an hereſie only,but a blaſphemy : And 
if they prerend this opinion is true, they are likewiſe Heretikes, 
becauſe they impugn faith , by impugning che deciſion of 
ſo many Popes and General Councels touching the condem- 

| G 2 | nation 
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nation of Hoxrius, whom,according to their erroneous Opi- 
nion, one is bound to beleeve by divine Faith, to have been 
molt juſtly condemned, ſince it was by the ſentence of Judges, 
as in'allible, both in matters of right, and of faR, as Jeſus Chriſt 
himſelf. 

My Lyvrds, dwell too long upon the refutation of ſo viſible 
a folly, but permit me to lay before you one other pernicious 
conſequence thereof. Your Lordſhips have ſeen the deſign of 
their Concluſions, and how glorious a Tit!e they prefix before 
them : Afertiones Catholice contra ſaculorum omninm pracie 
pras Hereſes, What cana man rationally conceive, when he 
ſees what Do&rines (in purſuance of that Title) they oppoſe to 
theſe hereſies, but that their meaning is to obtrude them upon 
us ſor Catholick truths, maintained by the Church againſt He- 
reticks, and which we are bound to embrace under pain of He- 
reſie, and of falling off from the Communion of. the Church, 
Wherefore according to the feſ#itcs , the Catholike Church 
can neyer receive the Greeians back into Communion, nor re- 
unite its members cur off by ſo deplorable a Schiſm, otherwiſe 
then by obliging them to conieſs that Feſws Chriſt hath given 
ro the Popes the ſame infallibility which he himſelf had, in all 
they propoſe to the whole Church, even particular Fas. And 
as. all Heretikes of theſe latter Ages have embraced the Error 
of the Greciazs, touching the Primacy of the Holy Seat ; ſo-like- 
wiſe neicher can we open the Church doors to any of them, up- 
on other terms then by extorting from them a profeſlion of 
this new Article of Faith. 

But admitting the Church ſhould not tye them to ſuch hard 
meaſure, yet what a World 'of Obſtacles are by this opinion 
caſt in the way of their converſion? What ſcandall doth it not 
&rve them ? What a fair pretext doth it afford their Miniſters, 
to decry the Catholick Church in their Sermons to their abu- 
ſed flock, and render it odious and contemptible, and confirm 
them in their ancient reproach and calumny, ſo often caft upon 
Catholicks ofequalling the Pope with God almighty ? » 

Itis weil known that this was the principal Engine to work 
ſomany peopleto a revole from the Church, Is it poſlible, 
that even Religious perfons ſhould concur with them in ſoper- 
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Ipi- / niciousa deſign, and furniſh Fad with armes to fight againſt 
zeen * us, giving them a juſt occafion to look upon the ſubmiſſicn 
ges, i which all fairhfal Chriſtians yield to the Pope, as an inſup- 
1riſt * portable yoak impoſed on their conſciences, even In matters 

that no ways concern the Gatholick Faith , nor whereof the 
ible | knowledg doth in any fort contribute to Salvation. 
This is it, My Lords, that hath chiefly forced us to ſpeak in 


ous 

nof this ranconter : It was abſolutcly ueceflary that Catholick Di- 
ore * vints ſhould make all haſt to cry out agzinſt this implety, leſt 
05, + theſe: uncircumciſed ſhould take occation to inſult over the 


he - Hoſts cf theliving God : We were obliged to prevent them, 
that it might appear to all the World, that theſe excelies were 
no leſſe deteſted in the Catholick Church, out of the love of 
Je- * Truth , then they ſeemed to dercit them upon the accompt of 
Je- Jultifying their guilty ſeparation. 

But it, to have « xpoſed their complaints to the publick, be 
-ch enough to acquit Divines ofthe duty incumbent on them; it 
; Will not ſuffice for the honour of the Church, and an entire re- 


Ha paration of this ſcandal , that they alone fhould ſpeak in this 
wo occalion, *Tis your part, My Lords, who ought to be inflamed 


- with a pious zeal for the purity of Chriſtian DoArine , 
nd VWhercot youre the Depoſitarics ; for the fafety of Souls , 
whereof you are the Spiritnal Fathers; for the Sanctity of the 


- - Church, whereof you arethe Bridegrooms; tor the honour of 
« Feſus Chrift, whole chicf Miniſters you are; to confider before 
- Almighty God, what ſervice you owe him, in an occaſion of 


- this importance, where the Faith of the Church is violat«d by 
ad A capita] error that firikes at the very roets thereof , where 
« the Faithful are in danger to be poyſoned by an opinion, that 


MN «tends to chanve into Idolatry the veneration which they owe 
ON rotheir Sovereizn Peſtor; where the Church is prefaned by an 

2; impiety, that ciſhouonrs and expoſes It to the outrages. of Its 
- enemies; and finally wire Fefus Chriſt is horribly blaſphemed 
m ; by a Sacrilegio:;s parity , wrich they endeavour to eſtabliſh. 
" ibetwixt his ſecred w: ws, and ,oteof his Miniſter, by ma- 

, .\king the cone. as v*ll as the othi-r, the objeft of Divine Faith. 

. - Someon: p::i tance wil fay , it is an extravagance,which 

?  » defervesnvito have ſuci nocice taken of itz and this without 
1 queſtion 


} 
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queſtion will be the pretext 6 = you to connive at ſuch an!; 
excelſe. But you ought to conlider, My Lords, that how ex-!)© 
travagant ſoever the opinion may be, Ic is adyaned Br perſons Jt 
who may give a juſt occaſion to apprehend ſtrange conſequen- JF 
ces of it. Forclearly, ic i; not by chance, or the blind paſſion} © 
of ſome one private perſon, that It now comes to light ; but 1 U 
of old there have been diſpolitions laid for the introducing it :*' 
nor was it uſhered in with ſuch pompe and ceremony, but juſt; V 
at that nick of time which they conceived molt favourable to | © 
procure it a ſucceſſ: ful acceptance, and in which they thought, 4 
not any one would have the boldneſle to hold up bis hand in tl 
oppoſition to it. P 

Their pretenlions perchance are not yet ripe enough to draw 7 
a formal approbation of it from the Bithopsz but their hops ?* 
are, ſince we muſt ſpeak the plain truth, that their credic, and * 
the power, which of latethey have got, of doing both good © 
and bad Offices , will at leaſt be able to keep them in filence; 
{o that not one ſhall dare attempt the condemnation of it , for 
fear of drawing on his head the vengeance of ſo potent a So- - 
ciety ; and that the Sorbone, which now they think they hav: 
brought co their beck , will never have the contidence to cer. 
ſure it, what averſion foever ic may have inwardly for ir. 

They hope then, under the favour of this ſilence, and whill 
the whole world ſhall ſcem buried in ſleep , dum dormirent homi: 
res, this cockle, which they have (owed in the ficlds of th: 
Church, will take root and grow up by che advantage of the 
ſeaſon; In the mean time they will leave it to grow to maturi. # 
ty , according to their manner of expreſſion , relinquent tem- 
pori maturandum ; and when it ſhall be fully ripe, they will ex 
tra the natural conſequences ; that neceſſarily muſt prin; 
from ic, For the preſent, they tell us modeſtly , one may be - 
lieve with Divine Faith ſuch like particular FaR&s; but we ſhal 
ſhortly hear, that we are bound to believ them 3 which grad: 
tion will be catie for chem to eſtabliſh, b:cauſe it follows by: \ 
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neceflary conſeqnence out of their principle ; it being certai:. 

that vo man can believe with Divine Faith, but what is a mat 
ter of Faith : and what is ſach, ought of neceſſity co be beli«'*;: 
ed inthat nature, when it ſhall be ſufficiently propoſed, Titi} 
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{enough for their turns at preſent, that the Biſhops do not 


ſong; condemn this opinion ; but we ſhall ſee them ere long inveagle 
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them in, to be the approvers of it, according to an other of 
their Maximes, which is ; That the Church doth approve all 
ſuch Doftrines , as It ſuffers without making oppohtion. 

I: bighly concerns you, My Lords, to refle&t on the danger 
whereunto not only the Church, but you your ſelves are alſo 
expoſed ; lelt oneday the Jeſuits bring you in for abetcors of 
their Herefie, and God himſelf lay it to your charge, For 
though it be a moſt falſe error ,, that the Church approvs all o- 
pinions which it doth not ſuppreſſe, it is notwithſtanding a 
conſtant truth, confirmed by Popes and Councils, that God 
imputeth to Paſtors the approval oferrore,which they didnot 
in due time oppoſe, Error cui non reſiſtitur, approbatur ui non 
corrigit reſecanda, committit. Which made the ſecond Council 
of Tours declare , that the Shepheard ſeem'd to fide with the 
Woolf, as often as he did not hinder the (laughter of his flock, 


' Go... having the power to do it. And St. Leo, ſpeaking of thoſe 


that were negligent in applying remedies to the grievances of 
the Church, lays them all at their doors: ui multam ſepe nu- 
triunt peſtilentiam, dum neceſſariam diſſimulant adbibere medicinam. 
But theſe are reflexions altogether needlefſe to be ſuggeſted to 
you, My Lords, whoſe zeal and Paſtoral vigilance is of greater 
force to repreſent you what is expedient for the good of the 


, Church in theſe occaſions, then all the diſcourſes that can be 


,made you. Ic is enough for private Divines to lay before your 
eyes the emergent evils, and deep wounds infliked on its Do- 
,Acine, andonly to (ay to eac' of you in particular the ſame 
which a Prophet ſaid co God, Vide, Domine , & conſidera, See 


* _ andconlider what Doftrine is taught in the Church , whereof 


you are the Maſters. Their duty extends no further, and this 
done, they may take up their reſt, and lament before Almighty 


' Godin Silence and Humility, 


Paris the 1ſt. of 
TJannary 1662, 


Icihft FI NI1 S. 


